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19
th
, 20

th
 and 21

st
 October 2007 

 
Friday the 19

th
 October sees the start of the second Art and Craft Exhibition 

at St Andrews Church. Last year, the Exhibition was well supported by 
Artists, and the resulting display was very colourful. 
 
The Exhibition starts on the Friday evening, 7.00 pm to 9.30pm, the cost of 
entry is £2.50 per head, this includes a glass of wine, both Saturday and 
Sunday open at 10.00am, closing on Saturday at 5.00pm, and Sunday at 
4.00pm, the cost of entry on Saturday and Sunday is £1.50 per head, Tea 
and Coffee will be available at a small charge.  
 
Anyone wishing to enter pictures or crafts can pick up an entry form and 
conditions of entry at Netherton Post office, or the Fencing Centre at 
Midgley, from week commencing Monday the 3

rd
 September. 

 
This Exhibition is one of the main fund raising events for the Church, so 
please support it, there is no pressure to buy a picture or craft, but the 
display is worth a look round, and three well known Yorkshire Artists have 
promised to send a few pictures, they will certainly be worth a visit.  

 

 

Thank you to Austin for          drawing this issues cover 
If you have a picture or photo that you think would 

make a good cover send it in to us (see Editorial) 



Coxley News team. 
Editorial  Hugh Baker, Shirley Jones, Margaret Gascoigne, Bill Weir. 

Design and Production: Harry Hayes, Helen Weir, Christine Hewitt. 
Delivery  Cast of many but we would love to hear from you if you can help! 

Editorial comment. 
 

Welcome to the 2nd edition of the new look Coxley News Magazine. We know from 
the amount of positive feedback that weôve received that many of you have enjoyed 

reading the magazine. The purpose of this magazine and the coxleynews.com 
website is to bring together the small community of villages surrounding Coxley 
Valley. We would particularly like to extend a warm welcome to our new neighbours  

in Coxley Dell.  
 
The village Galas were a feature of our villages for a number of years and we have 

been greatly saddened by their demise in recent years. Although many of us enjoy  
attending them, how many of us have considered getting involved ourselves? We 
are considering resurrecting the Summer Gala during 2008 for the Coxley area and 

are looking for volunteers to take part. Would you like to help? See below for how to 
get involved.  
 

One of the main talking points in the area recently has been the proposed additional 
development by Bellway Homes on the site of The Meadow. We know that many of 
you attended the recent feedback sessions organised by Bellway at the Parish Hall 

in Netherton to put your views across. Those views will now be put to Bellway 
before they decide whether to pursue a planning application.  
 

Why not have your say on the discussion forum at coxleynews.com on any of the 
issues raised here.  
 

The next issue of this magazine will be delivered during December in time for 
Christmas. If you would like your club or organisation to feature remember that they 
can do so for FREE. The deadline for articles or adverts is 10

th
 November. 

 
Please contact us on (01924) 278384 email hugh.baker@coxleynews.com or 
through www.coxleynews.com.  This address for any cover pictures etc.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HELP NEEDED WITH LO CAL DISABLED PEOPLE AND 

PONIES  

Can you spare a couple of hours to help disabled people have a great 
time with ponies and participate in carriage driving?  

 
Wakefield Riding for the Disabled - New Hall carriage driving started 9 
years ago for the disabled pe ople to enjoy being in the countryside, and 

we rely on help from volunteers of all ages. We run on a Tuesday, 
Thursday and Sunday afternoon from 12:30 onwards and would welcome 

you to arrange to come and see what we do.  
 

No experience is necessary, either with horses or disabled people. In 
fact, if you just want to come up and make a cup of tea, sweep the yard, 

groom a pony or learn to carriage drive, thatõs fine. Everyone is 
welcome! 
 

We have a volunteer scheme and support Duke of Edinburgh awards and 
Mill ennium Volunteers. You can work towards the RDAõs green card 

certificate too  
 

Please contact Audrey on 01924 849368 or 07905 331917  
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

WMDC new refuse collection and recycling scheme. 
Find out more. Come to one of their Road Shows. 

 

Middlestown Working Menôs Club, New Road  Sat 29th Sept  2.00 p.m. to 4.00 

p.m. and  Sun 7th Oct   2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

 

St.Lukeôs church Old Road Overton.  Sat 20
th

  Oct 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. and Sun 

21
st
 Oct 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 a.m. 

 

Netherton Village Hall, Southfields View/ Coxley view  Sat 29th Sept   11.30 a.m. 

to 1.30 p.m. Sun 7th Oct   11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. 

 

 

mailto:hugh.baker@coxleynews.com


 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Netherton Rambling Group 
We are a friendly group of mixed ages who meet each Monday morning 
at 10.00 a.m. in the Star Inn car park at Netherton (weather permitting!) 
to enjoy a 4 to 5 mile walk exploring the many footpaths in our Parish. 
We also spread our wings a little, and travel a few miles further taking a 
picnic in the Summer months.   
New members always welcome 
Phone John on 01924 275321  or Garry on 01924 279211 for details, or 
just turn up at the Star Inn 

 

MOTRA.  

Middlestown and Overton Tenants and Residents Association 
Our Family Fun time event was a great success.  The Committee 
worked very hard to make it so.  We would like to thank everyone who 
donated cakes, prizes and gave their  time to this event.  Thanks 
everyone. 
 
Anyone wanting to find out more about MOTRA or is  interested in 
becoming a committee member please ring Margaret on 01924 262780 

 

West Riding Lines to Calder Heights 
David Carter looks at what the railways in this area might have been. 

 

The Belway housing at the bottom of Netherton Lane is filling quickly, and any sign of 

the Wooltex site shrinks into memory.  Those people that are a little more curious, will 

perhaps wonder at the two large blue brick v iaducts that cross Denby Dale road and the 

A642 at Horbury Bridge, also the stone bridge that Netherton Lane crosses and wonder 

what they were. 

 

At the turn of the last century it was possible to travel from London to Scotland by three 

railway routes.  The East coast ran, as now via Doncaster and Newcastle, the West 

Coast via Crewe and Lancaster.  The third route, the Midland, ran via Sheffield, Leeds 

and Carlisle involved a stop and reversal in Leeds.  In order to shorten the Midland 

route and compete better with West coast, the Midland Railway decided to build a 

Leeds bypass.  The planned line left  the main route at Royston, north of Barnsley and 

ran North West through Crigglestone and Middlestown to Dewsbury.  Here is 

terminated in a small goods yard across the river Calder from the present ASDA in 

Dewsbury. 

 

The planned main line was projected to cross the river Calder, pass by Crow Nest Park 

on the west side of Dewsbury, and run up the Spen Valley, past Cleckheaton.  Here the 

line was to have turned to the north, on the route now used by the M606, but tunnelling 

under Odsal and then dropping down into the centre of Bradford, to the west side of 

Wakefield road.  Passing the Exchange station on the Vicar Lane side, it would have 

crossed the centre of Bradford, meet ing the Midland railway at Forster Square station. 

 

Had this project been completed, Bradford would have been placed on a through 

mainline, not a terminus.  Bradford Corporation wanted the railway to cross the city in a 

subway; this would have added problems and caused steeper gradients.  The corporation 

and the railway debated the issue until World War 1 broke out and things were never the 

same afterwards.  Branches were planned to Huddersfield, which was built, and Halifax 

which was not. 

 

Platforms were built at Netherton lane and Crigglestone, but never used.  Services to 

Bradford ran into an Exchange station, the most important train being óThe 

Yorkshiremanô to London St.Pancras, carrying Bradford wool owners.  After WW II the 

line was used for coal traffic from South Yorkshire to Lancashire, with occasional 

working mans club specials to Blackpool or Morecombe.  Final closure came in 1965;   

the tracks were lifted by 1967.  Had it  been completed, the line would have been a 

shorter and faster route from London to Carlisle and Scotland. 

 

Netherton ñOver 50s Clubò 

 
We meet on the last Wednesday of the month at 2.00 p.m. in the 
Parish Hall Netherton during the summer months and on the 

second and last Wednesday in the winter months.  Admission is 
50p at the door which includes tea and biscuits. 

We enjoy speakers, entertainment, outings ï and of course, 
BINGO! 
New members are always made very welcome. 

Contact Lesley on 01924 275321  or Aline on 01924 277375 for 
details. 

 

HOW TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL  
The contact for the parish council is the clerk, David Dransfield, 

4 Ingswell Drive, Notton, Wakefield, WF4 2NF (Telephone 01226 
709078) who is also the contact for Netherton Village Hall. 

 

YOU COULDNôT MAKE THEM UP ï SOME REAL LIFE LABEL 

INSTRUCTIONS  

17. On a Japanese food processor -   

NOT TO BE USED FOR THE OT HER USE.  

(Now I'm curious.)  

 



KUDOS 

HAIR STUDIO 
Nell Gap Lane Overton 

Tel: 274702 
 

Paula and Stef would like to welcome new and old customers to our modern 
friendly salon with up to date techniques 

 
Cut + Blow     £15 

T ï Section foils  £21 

Full head foils £30 

 

£2 off with this advert 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Netherton and District Womenôs Institute 
 
We are a very friendly group of around 26 women, some who live in 
Netherton and some from as far afield as Bretton, Crigglestone, 
Middlestown, Thornhill Edge, Durkar and Thornes.   We meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7.15 pm in the Methodist Chapel 
Hall on Netherton Lane.  The main part of the evening is a talk or 
demonstration (sometimes with ñhands-onò experience).   Before this 
we have some brief WI business.   But we always finish with a cuppa 
and a biscuit or two! 
 
Several members enjoyed a day out in July on the Wensleydale 
Railway which also included visits to a chocolate makers, a teapot 
factory and an ice-cream parlour.   We are also fairly regular visitors to 
Gaskellôs Restaurant which is part of Wakefield College and never 
miss our December visit to Penistone WI Market. 
 
Our in-house programme for the next 4 months is quite varied.   Our 
speaker on the 11th September will be Mrs Janet Smith, her subject 
Shiatsu; the 9th October is the date of our AGM when we hold a 
Harvest Auction followed by supper, and on the 13th November Mrs 
Clodagh Tweedale will speak to us on the Nativity Play.   The 
December meeting will be our Christmas Party ï how time flies when 
you are enjoying yourself! 
 
If itôs a relaxing evening in good company with an interesting speaker 
you are looking for, do come along to a meeting and try us out.   All 
visitors are very welcome ï just £1 at the door.   We hope to see you 
soon! 

 

St Andrewôs Little Fishes Playgroup ï Netherton 

Term time 9:30 ï 11 am 
Mondays ï Netherton Parish Hall      Contact   Shirley 276545 
Thursdays ï St. Andrewôs Church     Contact   Lisa     274471 

Join us for a cup of tea and a friendly chat while the children run or toddle off some 
energy.     £1 per child 
  

Autumn 2007 Playgroup Calendar, plus details of selected activities (these may be 
subject to change).  

Mondays 

Sept   10th (bouncy castle), 17th (handprints for Coxley Live Time Capsule), 24
th

. 
October 1st (biscuit decorating),8th, 15th, 29th (Netherton School ñInset 

Dayò, older siblings welcome, bouncy castle, ñVirgin Vieò ï buy 

some early Christmas presents ! Halloween face painting & fancy 
dress).  

November 5
th

, 12
th

, 19
th
 (baby ball pool) 26

th
.  

December 3rd, 10th, 17th (Christmas party, fancy dress). 
    

Thursdays 

We need shoe boxes for a craft in November, thank you.  
September  13

th
 (photos and pictures for Coxley Live Time Capsule), 20

th
 27

th
              

(craft stalls, all welcome).  

October  4
th

, 11th face painting, 18
th

. 
November  1

st
, 8

th
, 15

th
 (craft stalls, Christmas gifts)

 
, 22

nd
, 29

th
 (memory boxes). 

December 6
th

, 13
th

, 20
th
 (fancy dress Christmas party) 

  

Middlestown Darby and Joan 

Meets at Middlestown Working Menôs Club 

 
Over the past few months we have had  some new members join us but we 
still need more.  Please join us in our activities and entertainment. 
In addition to our regular meetings we have had a full day and a half day trip 
and were very lucky with the weather on both.  We will be having our 
Harvest Festival meeting this September.  For further information about the 
Darby and Joan please contact Margaret on 01924 262780 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 


